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 A native Washingtonian of Caribbean heritage, Marjuan is an award-
winning film and theater director, entrepreneur, writer, producer,
performer, educator, and mom. She is the founder of her multi-media
production company, Sepia Works.  As an educator, Ms. Canady is
committed to empowering young people through the arts. She is the
Founder & Executive Director of the "Canady Foundation for the
Arts", a non-profit that serves young people of color in the arts. As an
actress, her work includes plays, films, and tv. Her one-woman play,
'Girls! Girls? Girls.'  has been featured Off-Broadway and on
international stages. Ms. Canady is the CEO / Creative Director and
Author of the children's  book and media brand,  "Callaloo Kids".  Her
film work ranges from documentaries, narratives and children's media.
Ms. Canady has taught at Georgetown University and The Catholic
University of America. She is a graduate of Duke Ellington School of
the Arts. She holds a B.A. in Theater/African-American Studies from
Fordham University and an M.A. in Arts Politics from New York
University Tisch School of the Arts. She is a member of the Producer's
Guild of America , Actor's Equity Association, and Parent Artist
Advocacy League for the Performing Arts for Artists and Media.
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"She's basically the female Jordan Peele."

-VICE

"Have you ever met someone you're certain will be famous? I

can't help thinking: This girl's gonna be huge!" 

-THE WASHINGTON POST

"Birthed by Canady, Callaloo, is a fun and educational series

that promotes cultural literacy for kids. Pure genius." 

-BLAVITY

"Canady is trailblazing a movement for Black storytellers to

produce narratives for our people, especially for our

children." -MADAME NOIRE

"Marjuan is a social entrepreneur committed to empowering

the global black community." -BLACK ENTERPRISE
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The Canady Foundation for the Arts (CFA) is
a Washington, DC cultural arts 501(c) 3 non-
profit organization that uses the power of
story to connect professional artists to youth
of color through arts education, community,
live theater, mentorship, professional
development, residences, workshops, and
live performances. Founded in 2015 by
award-winning actor, director, producer,
entrepreneur and activist Marjuan Canady,
CFA uses storytelling to positively impact
youth of color between the ages of 3-18, as
they develop into adulthood. Since its
founding CFA have served over 4,000 youth
and families internationally through their
programming, partnerships and curated
cultural experiences. 
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CALLALOO- www.callalookids.com

SEPIA WORKS LLC- www.sepiaworks.org

CANADY FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS, 501c3-

www.canadyfoundationarts.org

AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS:

2007, Schomburg Center for Black Research Fellow

2013, Harlem Stage Fund New Work

2013-2018, Artist Fellowship, DC Commission on the Arts

2014, Best New Author, Trinidad & Tobago National Library

2015, DC TIVAA Best Children's Program

2015, DC TIVAA Best Film Actress

2016, Caribbean Cultural Center African Diaspora Fellow

2017, DC Creative Spark Grant, DC Commission on the Arts

2017, Sesame Street Puppet Training, Sesame Workshop

2017, Beacon DC Grant Award

2017, Eileen Fisher Community Grant Award

2017, Diversity New Media Award, Caribbeana

2018, Project Grant Award, DC Commission on the Arts

2018, 202 Creates Residency

2019, Anacostia Arts Center Residency

2020, Ashe Fund Grant 

2020,  Artist Fellowship, DC Commission on the Arts

2021, Emergent Seed Microgrant, DC Commission on the Arts

2021, Front Row Productions Fellowship / Columbia University 
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Diversity in children's media and publishing
Millennial branding, marketing, entrepreneurship

Gender equity, women-led businesses
Arts education and community programming

African diaspora folklore and performance

FEATURED TALKS:

 

PAST SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS:
 

Gullah Geechee African Diaspora Conference | Conway, SC

Miami Book Fair | Miami, FL

National Entrepreneurship Summit, UNCF | National Harbor,

MD

Institute of Caribbean Studies  | Washington, DC

Ujamma Book Festival | Alexandria, VA

Black Girl Magic Film Conference | Washington, DC

Reel Sisters of the Diaspora Film Festival | Brooklyn, NY

Amplify! Black Women Symposium | Philadelphia, PA

TEDx Talk Youth | New York, NY

DC Author Festival | Washington, DC

NYU Women in and of the World | Washington, DC

Afrikana Independent Film Festival | Richmond, VA

Trinidad and Tobago Film Festival | Port of Spain, Trinidad

SPEAKER



CONTACT:

@marjuancanady
info@marjuancanady.com
www.marjuancanady.com

http://www.marjuancanady.com/

